SPELLING AND PRONUNCIATION 

#4 The pronunciation of Bichelaraar varies from island to island and 
sometimes even within the same island. The pronunciation given in this 
book is the most general one, that is, contains as few regional 
peculiarities as possible. As other pronunciations differ from it only 
on points of detail, one should, by using it, be readily understood 
anywhere in the New Hebrides. 

The spelling of Bichelamar is not fixed. Several spellings are in 
use, all bearing the influence of English to varying degrees and being 
therefore at worst poor guides to pronunciation and at best unduly 
complicated. A phonetic spelling is used in this book: each Bichelamar 
sound is always represented by the same letter or group of two letters, 

#5 Bichelamar sounds and their pronunciation 

Bichelaraar has twenty-six different sounds: five vowels, six 
diphthongs, and fifteen consonants. 



The predicative verb I. Cf. #35>75. 



Five vowels: 


a 


when stressed, like a in vat 




when unstressed, like a in ago 


e 


like e in yet 


1 


like i in thin 


o 


like in not 


u 


like oo in hook 


Six diphthongs: 


ae 


like i in mine 


ao 


like ow in cow 


ea 


like ear in wear 


ia 


like eer in eteer 


oe 


like oi in toiZ 


ua 


like oor in ipoov 



Fifteen consonants: 

b as in English 

2 
f as in English 

h like h in house 

k as in s/cin, not as in kin-^ 

1 like I in Zet 

m as in English 

n like n in net, and, ink 

h 
ng as in avngev^ not as in finger 

P as in spin, not as in yin^ 

r rolled, with the tip of the tongue, as in Scottish 

s like 8 in see 

•3 

t as in 8 tar J not as in tar-' 

2 
V as in English 

w as in weet 

y as in yap 



As in standard English or Australism English, that is, with the r silent, not as in 
American English, where the r can be heard as a sort of burr. 

2 

In Bichelamar, f and v are often sounded with both lips touching, instead of the lower 
lip touching the upper teeth. 

K, p, and t are pronounced with a puff of breath in kin, pin, and tar. This puff of 
breath is absent in efein, spin, and star. 

I4 

Ng is one sound in singer (sing'-er) , and two soiinds in finger (fing'-ger) . In the 
preposition long to, and in plong of, for, ng is silent, but has the effect of giving 
the preceding o a nasal sound, similar to that of French on, so that long and plong 
are pronounced respectively like the French words long and plomb. 
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